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THIS ISSUE OF VECTOR
was edited, produced and prublished from
58 Sharrard Grove., Sheffield.l2.

PUTUFT ISSUES will be the work of Roberta #Wild, and the
publishing address will be 1=

204 Wellmeadow Rd. Catford, Iondon S.E.6
A1l material, letters of comment, etc.,
should be ssnt to thils sddress.

OUR NEW SECRETARY is Dr. A.R.Weir, D8c, and the address,

Primrose Cottage, Westonbirt Village,
Nr. Tetbury, GLOS.

THE TREASURER 1is sti1ll Archile Mercer, and if you want to
pay your dues, or just order a copy of the
New Worlds Fistory and Checklist, his
address is 434/4 Newark Kd., N.Hykeham,
Lincs

THE LIBRARY 1s st11ll open to all members, and the address
remains as before :-
THE LIBRARIAN,
The Bagement,130 London Rd.
Cheltenham, Glos,

OUR CON-SECRETARY, 1s still looking for the holder of
BSFA raffle ticket 122(red), so if you have
it, drop a line to Bob Richardson,

19 Courtier(s Drive, Bishop's Cleeve, Chelt.

PROGRAMME MANAGER. Norman Shorrock lives 2t 2 .rnot Wayv,
Hr, Bebington, Wirral Ches. so if you wish
to send a letter of anpreciation for the
Convention, to either Norman, or Bot..you
now have their addresses handy.
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Convention is now a thing of { ol

the past. However, those who —ﬂﬂ;;,,ﬂ,_.__——~—~—~f*“”
were present certainly enjoyed ° :

it. Credit for this, 1s due entirely to two people...they
had helvers, true., They were good and willing helpers, but
even they will agree, that without the magnificent work
done by Con-Sec Bob Richardson, and Programme “anager,
Norman Shorrock, there would have been no Convention. Let
us not blind our eyes to the obvious fact that the Con
arrangements had been made in a hurry. Bob and Norman had
to start from scratch, find a new hotel in a strange city.
A hotel willing to cope with hell. and high water.,..and then
they had to lay on a programme sultable for all tastes,..all
this in a very short time., They did 1it,. and so well that
with more time to prepare for 1960, our next Convention
should get off to. a really good start. I only hope we can
coax Norman and Bob into helping with that one.

Unbappily, the first B.S.F.A. T l \ “

one little point clear....I don't rrofess to be an expert

at the Jjob (very obviously), this was my first attempt. But
Norman. and Bob had to work fast..they asked me. to help out
with the job, there was no time to hunt upr a rcally suitable
character,. so- I. stepped in, Wy apologies to anyone for any
unwitting errors I may have made.

..........

The Busineas meeting brought several changes to the
Association,. and as these will be detailled more fully by
the Secretary, I would merely like to mention them here.
Familiar to. these. pages, is Dr., A.R.Weir Dsc, who 1is now
our new secretary. FEx Worldcon Secretary, Roberta wild
will take over the BEditorial chair. starting with V-5, and
Ken Slater has also agreed to help everyone in an advisory
capacity. Archie Mercer, has kindly agreed to continue in
office as Treasurer, I have little doubt that the new
Committee will find him as zompetent, helpful and keen to
help the Association as he has heen throughout the first
year.. .. .

.. Personally, I will be sorry to leave Vector, but
other commitments made it imperative, I have Ve
been el ected Treasurer of the Sheffield & f
Tape Society. My number has come up 1in & OG
OMPA, and Trlode has become 1in neced of =
a blood transfusion. However, I know that e .
in Bobbie Wild, we need have no need to QQQ;;74 i
fear for the future of Vector...but it e o N J
might help her a lot, if you deluged her {

<
with manuseripts and other material for \\\ %ﬂy
Vector. <C:w, - T ()



One other job inherited by Bobble, is the Index to
Galaxy magazine, Cownlled by Karl Dollner, and typed out
by ¥eith Freeman, this rroject runs to 50+ stencils,
H.L.Gold has written a short introduction, and the whole
Index is now ready for durlication, Here rises a snag,
The :~aterial 1s on Gestetner stencils, »ut Bobbie can't
run them on her machine. Therefore, if any member 1s
willing and abtle to help out with this task, 2 letter to
Bobbie would be greatly aprreciated (and save the BSFA
the cost of a professional job),

Bob Madle has offered to supply us with a fanzine
review column for cach issue, hut as I didn't get many
comments on this idea after the last issue, I'1ll leave
it to your new editor to make a decision on that..Here
again, a letter would be aprreciated. Speaking about
letters, this 1s a gond place for me to apologilse to
anyone who feels that I owe them a letter, In many cases,
I do. Vsctor has talken so mueh time however, that in
general, I have only teen abls to answer such letters as
actually needed a reply. My apologles to those who were
missed out, and I'1l try to cateh up in the future. This
21s0 applies to incoming fanzines.

Now, & word about this lssue, The cover 1s another
experiment...to see how close to a pen drawing, one can
get using ordinary stencll methods. The Planetarium
article was hela over from the lsst issue, but should
rrove of great general Interest. 'Blnke in the Corner!
should rrovide. some argument, and the adaltion of a srot
of light fiction in the shape of 'The Answer' 1is an
attempt to see if you want this 1In Vector...to forestall
any gqueries, I éidn't write it, You can blame me for
reprinting my own 'Carsule' plece, hut as explained on
the heading, this was an emergency measure, so 1f you
don't 1ike 1it....send in vour nomination. A4t the time
of writing, #ric Jones has not sent 1n his Convention
report, but I have nn coubt that you'll find it here, and
that you'll enjony it.

One other item was raised at the Convention.,.it was
rninted out that the financial year should end BEFORE
the Convention, this would enable the Lreasurer to
present a full financial report, rather than an Interim
halance, The change 1s being made, and Archis will no
doubt explain further on in the magazine, just how and
why the new scheme will work,

"ith that, I'1ll say cheerio to all the new friends
I have made through ViCTOR , and trust we can continue
via ordinary channels. It's been a gond year, and I
hope you've enjoyea 1t as mueh as I have,.

Best wishes,

The Editor,

L |



ric Jones, :
Frank Herbert,
Keith Freeman,

Convention reports by one person usually means that some
detail is lost in . limbo, so, for the first B,S.F.A, Convention,; we
have amalgamated and condensed somewhat all the happenings. over
Easter weckend at the Imperial Hotel in Birmingham. As Terry Jeeves
didn't warn us of his requirements until the Saturday evening, some
frantic recailling of cvents had to take place before this could be
written.....even now, we are bound to have missed something!

For us the Convention began at sbout 2.55 p.m. on Saturday
afternoon - we had just arrived. Conveniently missing the Chair-
man's speech we entered the "Connaught Room® during the"Science-
Fiction 20 Questions™ wherc Quizmaster Terry Jecves was aiming to
confound each new panel as it appeared. His system of Panel selec-
tion was extremely reminiscent of Service days...."You%, ®you" and
“you®.... consequently Keith and Eric found themselves included in
the last panel of the session. After finding the answer relating
to 'an abstract' - which on the 17th question turned out to be
“The other side of th~ Moon", the team ware rewarded with pocket-
books from Ken Slater's display. Ina Shorrock was kept busy during
this session, conveying the answers to the audience alone by means
of cards.

At 3.30 p.m. ; Norman Shorrock started off an informal
tape recording session. The main purpose of this was to send
greetings from individual fans, or collective groups, to DETROIT,
where the WORLD S-F CONVENTION will be held in September, Else-
where in the Hall at this time, preparations were¢ being made for
the Grand International Tea Drinking Contest (British Chapter),
e.ssa large thermo-urn filled with tea, dozens of cups and saucers,
and a large bowl of sugar were laid out on a table. Among the
contestants were Norman Shorrock, Bob Richardson, Les Childs and
the winner Peter Davies. Exactly how many cups of tea Peter con-
suned escapes us, but the Judges presented him with a silver
chalice, duly inscribed ""Champion Tea Drinker, Birmingham 1959%.

Strangely enough, there was then an adjournment for TEA
~ until 7.30 p.m! This gave us an opportunity to view the displays
around the hall. Ken Slater (Fantast Medway,Ltd.) had sechred a
corner for his book and magazine stand, whilst at the side of



the stand was his cover competition. For this competition one had
to state the magazine title, year and month or number of issue -
all these. of course had either been cut out or otherwise defaced =.
Next to Ken's stand, on the wall, was the yearly Convention Car-
toon, by Ken McIntyre. This covered a space some five feet long by
three feet high and was auctioned on Sunday and bought by Norman
Shorrock for the Liverpool S5-F Society's clubroom. Moving down the
hall another few fect we came to the ¥S-F Art Exhibition®', There
were many entries by Eddie Jones, Terry Jecves, Ken MeIntyre, Jack
Wilson and Bob Richardson in poster paint, oils, and line drawings.
On the other wall of the Convention Hall, there were many original

cover paintings' which were later to be raffled in aid of the Trans-

Atlantic Fan Fund. Last, but not least was an sdvertisement by the

Cheltenham S-F Circle for their filim *The Test™, with still photo's

of film segquences. This film was to be shown on the Sunday evening.

At 7.30 p.m. Ron Bennett gave an illustrated talk, with
3%m. colour stills, on his trip to the U.S.A., as Fan-delegate
from Great Britain in 1958. Duc to a faulty camera many of his
early shots were lost, but among the most memorable were those of
the Grand Canyon, the Meteor Crater in Arizona, and a number of
catastrophes that seemed to occur wherever he was, including an
overturned gasoline truck and a department store fire,

With the end of this session we reversed seats to face
the other end of the hall where the femme fans of the London
Circle were to present their playlet. Although faced with the
prospect of perforaing it without a stage they made a very gall-
ant effort...don't ask us the name of the item- we can't recall
it, but the whole point of the play terminated with Brian Burgess
(as the occupant of a flying saucer) appearing and requesting fuel
for his ‘saucer in the form of a cup of Tea.....Brian liked his
disguise {(green face and pipe-cleancvr antennae) so much that he
walked around in it for the remainder of the evening, and a bar-
maid was heard to say I think he's collccting for charity®,

9 o'clock and the auction started. Chief Auctioneer -
Bob Richardson. Magazines,old and new, wen* for a song, and cer-
tainly helped the B.S.F.a. funds, as far as the Convention was
concerned. Doc Hammett of Stafford put in a brief appearance at
this point, purchased a telescope and magazines and then procee-
ded to iAldermaston for the route march to London....4t the close
of the Auction a panel of judges for the art work was set up.
Two paintings, one by Terry jecves, the other by Eddie Jones, and
one line drawing by Bob Richardson, were awarded lst, 2nd and 3rd
prizes respectively {(the line drawing was actually composed of
thousands of dots ) They were titled "“Power Failure"; "Lunar En-
counter®; and “Enchantment®,

Meanwhile preparations were going ahead for the Fancy
Dress party. Sandy Hall as "The Girl From Altain" won the prize
for her convincing portrayal, and, as is usual at Conventions,
the party continued well into the early hours of the morning....

We went to bed at & 2efMovoerveosorseens
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Sunday morning began with Alka-Seltzers and a mad rush
to breakfast before it finished at 10 a.m. (We made it!). This
was followed by a short walk in the rain to find a cigarette
shop - an entirely unsuccessful venture I night add - then back
to the Convention Hall to survey the debris left by last night's
revellers and to fill in our entries for Ken Slater's Cover Comp-
etition. The official programme began at 11.30 a.m. with the 4.G.M.
of the B.8.F.A.

We will not attempt to cover this item fully, for a
comprehensive report will either be in this, or the next issue
of Vector, howevery; a brief run-over of the important points
will now be given.

After a congratulatory telegram had been read - from
Dick Eney - and extracts from a letter by Bob Madle (Kt.S.F.),
who wished the first B.S5.F.4i. Convention well, IEric Bentcliffe
gave the assembly his report of the year's progrcss since the
inception of the organisation at Kettering last year. He said
that between 500 to 1000 members would be needed before the
Assocliation became an effective force in Science Fiction. Up
until the Convention membership stood at 112 ( we may be in
slight error here ). irchie Mercer gave us a breakdown on
exsenses over the nine months; 11% of which was devoted to ad-
vertising, mainly in New Worlds and Flying Review. During the
discussion later, Ken Slater suggested coding the advertisements
in order to ascertain their effectiveness. Terry Jeeeves gave
his report on B.S.F.,i. Publications, and the New Worlds Index
was on sale to members at the Con. The Galaxy Checklist (or
Index) will be forthcoming soon.

Then came the Election of Officers for 1959-60., This
culminated in the following: Ken Slater - Chairman. Dr. Arthur
Rs Weir - Secretary. Archie HMercer - Treasurer. Roberta Wild -
Publications { assisted by Sandra Hall).

Bob Richardson( for the Convention Committec) stated that
the profits of the ccnvention(up until that time) stood at £8.
(At the end of the Convention this was amended to %12 for the
whole Con.) This would be handed over to the Con Committee for
next year as a 'float', but on the understanding that the T4FF
Delegatds Hotel Expenses (B & B ) would be paid for by that
Comnittee (this was after a proposition by Ron Bennett to that
effect).

Proposed Convention Site for 1960 was Harrogate, unless
any other offers were forthcoming. Then the voting began for the
Megazinces. The Best British S-F Mag - NEW WORLDS, Best american
Magazine -~ ASTOUNDING 8~F. Best British Fanzine ~ TRIODE, =and
by unanimous vote ALL the past year's S-F FILMS fell into the
category of YThe Worst S$~F Film of the Year'.

After lunch there was a talk by Doc¢. Weir. This had,
for its subject, the legend of the lost continent of Atlantis,
and when Terry Jeeves said at the end of the discussion that he
had been changed from a sccptic to a believer, he just about
summed up the feelings of the majority of Doc Weir's audience.



claimer -~ he said that there was not an atom of real prcof that
Atlantis ever existed at all, and that it was his personal opin-
ion that it did _not - however, he continued by presenting an
entertaining the¢ory which left us all wondering whether there
was, after all, somethihg in .the old legend.

He sa2id "that the first mention of Atlantis appeared in
the writings of Plato, and-Plato got the story second-hand fron
an early Greek Historian: who ‘had flourished 200 years before.
This higtorian (whose name escapes us) had heard the legend
from the Egyptians who had told him that 'it all happened
2000 years ago'.....This meant that Atlantis had existed around
6000 B.C., and at the time of Platc ' had been situated West of
the Pillars of Hercules',

It has been ( until now) commonly accepted that the
Pillars of Hercules were the Staits of Gibraltar, but $Doc'-
now has substantial evidence that the 'Pillars' were, in fact,
the Straits of Messina (between Sicily and the Italian mainland)
and this would therefore place aAtlantis in the West Mediterranean
and not in the Allantic as heretofore!l The breaking of the land
bridge at the Straits of Gibraltar by the rising waters of the
receeding Ice Age and the subsequent inundation and filling of
the Mediterrancan (which was at that time a fertile plain) are
more logical explanations than the 'accepted' theories. Did any
of the Atlanteans escape the waters? Well, Doc thinks that the
Basques might.have descended from them...,..

Doc'!'s-talk was followed by Fantasy Free,; when tapes
were played of a talk given by Eric Jones on S-F to the Inter-
national Friendship League in Cheltenham, and Liverpool's famed
'ITast and First Fen'. Then the raffle tickets were drawn and
various prizes.distributed{we seem to have lost the list of who
won what on this), then after tea the evening session began.

This was the¢ final auction, preceded by the award,for
Ken Slater's Cover Competition, of WITCHES THREE to Eric Jones
who managed by some weird stroke of luck to get the highest per-
centage of answers right. During the ~uction,equipment was being
set up for the film show which commenced at 8.30. pm. with Ted
Carnell's film of the®l5tk WorldCon®, this was follcwed by the
almost completed Cheltcenham Film “The Yest®™ which had a temporary
sound-track. Then followed the Liverpool Film of the Brussels
Exhibition, again not finally editied. These were the three new
films of the Year and were followed by the films shown at the
15th WorldCon ....Liverpools "May We Have The Pleasure?', Chelt-
enham's "Kingdom of St Fantony® apd Iiverpool's “Fanzapoppin®.
The programme went on longer than had been anticipated, but as
-so0on as the equipment had been dismantled it was replaced by
bottles 'and a Party was On... Which brings us to.the end of =z
highly successful Convention...Long may they flourish...And we
are sure that all you members who didn't come WILL be there next
year, now that you know What Goes On......vw.

0+0+0=040+0-0
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INCOME Leoefo,d
Membership and entrance fee,.{(40 @ 5/-)¢.... 10 O O
Membership and entrance fee..(1l8 @ 12/6).,... 11 5 0
BeSeF.A, RBET1Ga v o v td evme 1o 0 nonie ommms o immeeos 4 2. 6
Loan from BSFA fUnds. s ieerecesocrsssneenes 3 0 0
Filrst Avectloll « & « dl¢ = @ Bl -« ¢osovnvens g 16 0
SEICERE IS ONINC T (R B . o sprmeaca v 0 s 4 15 2

TOTAL £ 43 18 8

EXPENSES L£eev8...4
Membership cards . . . .+ . . D o ORI 3 &
Publicity & other BSFA Committee exnenses... 1 7 8
Programme bonklet (after deduction of ads.), 4 1 0
Connaught Room (2 days at sp. reduced rate). 6 6 0
Art Exhibition Prize . . . . . . . v ciiiin 1 o0 0O
Fancy Dress Frize.....vvvevee o . cesFrone 19 7
30/- (Urn of tea for T.D.Contest, 1ess 15/-

rezained on sale of teQ) t.veivinesenee 15 0
Prizes for 20 Questions Panel ...evveiveenna 15 0
Cleaning of Connaught Hoom ........ v 10 0
Refund to members who cancel led bookings oo 10 0
Con-sec expenses ( postage, stationery, 'phone

tadges, raffle tickets, etc,) vuvueevuvnn 4 16 10
Programme Organlser's expenses (hire of

rrojector, & bhooklets tn be mailed out

((approx 80)) to BSFA MeMbers o.ve.ese. 3 5 9
Return of BSFA loan..,..... R . S 3 0 0
SURPLUS TO BSF4A FUNDS FOR NEXT CONVENTION... 14 8 4

TOTAL £ 41 18 8

P G T M G S U S L A Gy Wil W B rass S perr AN S
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OUTSTAWDING ITEM...

Would the holder of the BSFA raffile
ticket.. 222 (Red) please contact the Con-Sec, so that
his prize may be forwgried to him,

.%-43?1_-), ol P T B e O S I A et u (RSE ! : A2 Ley pJs —t a3

BEVEN MORE OUTSTANDING....

We would like to extend our thanks to the 0fficial
Photographers...Eddie Jones and Les Childs...for their work in
photographing all that went on at the Conventlon
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I cannot emphasise too strongly," said the Inventor, "the
abanlute harmlessness of these rays. In this, they're strictly
comparable to - say - radio waves." (H'm - radio waves - yes"
muttered the Prime #inister under his breath.} "Stringent lab-
_oratory tests have prnved concluslvely that they have no effect
whatsoever on living tissue, whsther plant or animal, or upon
alr, water or soil., They're quite safe - and they'll render
harmless all atomlo and nuclear missiles that may venture with-
in their influence.

"But how much will all this cost?" asked the Chancellor of
the Exchequer.

The Defence Minister spoke up, "2As far as the apparatus
itself is concernced, -my e¢xperts are satisfied that it can be
easily manufactured from existing stores using only forces man-
vpower. Therefore, the only thing that'll cost money until itts
actually functioning will be the purchase of suitable sites and
erection of gusrters for the operating personnel."

"As far as the acoulsition of sites goes," put in the
Minister of Agriculture, "that can easily be handled by my Dep-
-artment. And I think my colleague -" (he nodded towards the
Minister of *nrks, who grunted his assent.) "- could handle the
building side of it without further appropriations.”

"Of course," the Prime Minlster leaned forward and add-
ressed the Inventor, "we'll have to be satisfied that your
invention will work on a somewhat larger scale than that pro-
vided by your laboratory."”

The Defence Minister chose to answsr this himself, "I have
already laid provisional plans for it to be tested at Christmas
Island in the near future."”

"What about the Irish Republic 2" the Forelgn Secretary
asked. "If we're going to blanket the country with a safety
margin all round, part of their territory's going to be affected
too." :



"I've been thinking sbout that myself," the War Minlster
admitted. "Personally, I don't see why we shouldn't cover the
whole of Ireland while we're about it - I understand 1t can be
done easlly enough from British territory, and it would be a
humanitarian gesture."

"I"ear-hear," said the Secrctary for Scotland - who was of
course, a Welshman,

"Well, gentlemen," the Prime Minister summed up. "The bus-
iness ecertoinly has its awkward angles, there's gning to be a
certaln amount of unemployment as a result; to say nothing of
the general upheaval, but as I see 1t, our duty is clear - 1f we
were to reject thils scheme out of hand, we would do nothing less
than betray the trust placed 1n us by our fellow citizens., 1
therefore propose that we go ahead at once with the preliminary
arrangements, pending confirmation of the Christmas Island tests,
Are we agreed, gentlemen 7"

Assent was unanimous,

So tre work went ahead. Up and down Great Britain, as well
as in Northepn Ireland and the further-flung islands of the
British archipelago, sites were requisitioned and the Ministry
of works moved in to lay out roacs and builldings. Steady progress
was malintained, despite active hostility on the part of the-Dir-
ect Actlon Commlttec Against Nuclear Warfare. Their misapprehens
sion was entirely pardonable - authority TV =,
was extremsly reticent as to the exact 4o~ _ pt
purpose of the sites, and one naturally i .
tended in the absence of information to %%ﬁ\ : v
the contrary, to eqguate "defence" with W;/f
"the same as the other lot has, only
we hope to use ours first." The s
Christmas Island tests were a complete //

=

suceess - so much so, that the rest of
the world could only deduce that the
British had perfected an absolutely
undetectable nucisar bomb, and the Geneva Conference on the
suspension of tests, broks up in confusion, But the British
Cabinet didn't wrrry - the way was now clear, and the soldiers
moved into the sites and began erecting the appraratus itself
that was to free the country - and shortly afterwards, one
hoped, the world - from 1lts greatest nightmare.

At last everything was ready. #nd so it care to pass that
one morning the nation woke up to find that its wirelesss sets
were out of action, Those who trled to 'phone ur to ask what
was wrong, found that their 'phones wouldn't work either, Then
the morning papers arrived, and the explanation was blazoned
before them. A typical front page began :-

ALL BRITAIN NO™ SAF® FROM THE H-BOMB
We have Ultimate Answer says Premier

At twelve midngiht last night, the Prime Minlster



13
rressed a button that brought into action a chailn
of stations, now blanketing the sntire British
Isles with their radiations. As a result, any
nuclear missile venturing within a prescribed
radius of nur coastllne, will be automatically
rendered harmless,

The Prime Minister, in an interview with
the press, stated that.,......etc. ete. ete,

- . - .
- . . 3

They hanged the Prime Minister from the top of Big Ben,
and his cabinet, from the lamp-posts all round Parliament
Square. The Inventor was scientifically disposed of by his
outraged colleagues, and all his records destroyed. Up and
down the country, the ray-brosdeasting apparatus was wrecked
beyond repair by ths soldiers who. had just built it, officers
and other rsnks a22lke combining in tke ir indignation to .
destroy this monstrous abortion in tkreir midst.. Lhen
everybody went guistly home leaving the remaining politicians
to clear up the mess, like the decent law-abiding citizens
they were at heart....

«v..dust so long as nobody tried to interfere with their

telly.
000 e 000
LAST-MINUTE LETTEIR.....

Peter Singleton, 10 Emily 3t., Burnley, Lanecs,

"I found V-3 very en oyatle, It is packed with variety,
Everything in fact, but one thing - a fanzine column, But, as
you state in your editorisl; the nroblem is to get someone
willing to do the job - no easy task, ((You saild it!))

The cover 1lleo. is very good, and I like the layout of
both the cover ana the rest of the. 'zine in general. Contents
gre of a high quality, but I have my favourites, which are as
follows - Bow Bells..H.Ken Bulmer, “agazine Heviews, ,Wild and
Jeeves, General Chuntering..K.F,S3later, Farticular mention
must go to A.R.Weir for his extremely interesting, 'How Green
Was My Notion' T rate this apsolute tors.

I haven't meuntioned all the derartments, but thev were
211 Interesting anda I am locking forwerd to V-4, next quarter.

((Thanks very much for the corments Peter,
and I hope V-4 pleases you as much, I'm
hoping that your example in writing to
us so saon after joining (¥-110) will
"lead others to follow your example. Only
in that way, can we-be sure of getting
the kind.-of materisl you all want.)).



It is with somewhat mixed@ feeclings thot I type this fineol FILE 13,
for whilst I heve enjoyed being instrumental in the founding of the B.S.F.A.,
I:have algo had t0 neglect o number of my other interests to do so = there
is a faint aura of expectancy hovering over the pilo of unenswered letters
end tepos which hove piled up et this addross now. Frimciple reasons
tor my not stending for re-olection ot conventiomtimo werc personal onos
and I don't inmtond to go into them horeo; suffico it to say that I shall
not hove the free timec ovailable to mo in the future thet I hove had in the
pest. And the B.S.F.A, nceds a socretery who is sblo to devote e lorge
ariount of time to the job,

Priaer to the election held st Birminghem I must admit thot I was
somewhat worried over the forthcoming veconcy crected by my inebility to
stend cgain, end the apperent leck of o suiteble candidete for this
office, I'm pleosed to sey that I comsider thot both my worries, and
those of 'the BSFA are over =~ Doc' Weir will, I'm quite sure,mcke o very
excollent secretary. In fact, I'm pretty surc thet he will mcke a better
one thon L, for he is mcrc interested in science=fiction besiczlly then I
ext, Whilst e~f has remeined o besic recding onjoymont to me for quite e
nuober of yoers now ( end T expect it to remain so), I canm no longer find
it in we to work up & mood of righteus wroth when some critic attacks the
genre - nost times I nod my greying head sagely nnd mutter into ny beerd,
Yand darm it, he's rightl’',

How then, you asky "could you gct 8 socretary of the BSFA ? Woll,
I think the principle recson that both Terry end T took office in the
Associntion,wes that we felt we owed o debt of pratitude to science=fiction,,
end fondom,for providing us with o very plecsent hobby. 4and, more important
st1ll, enebling us to neet and contact with o lot of very nice peoplc.
This we thought, would holp to repay that debt = by holping others io find
the same enjoyment and enterteinment we have found.

In the comvention progrom=booklot which you all will heve received
by now, I wrote o brief resune of {tht years occomplishments end disapoint=
nents, I don't intemd to ropeat this here, but I would like to round off
oy year 8 secretcry by cormenting briefly on the events which took plece
at the Convention. The first B.S.F.d4. Convention = let there be mony miore.
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I'm not going to mcke o convention=report of this, for thet is a fegture
which you should find elsewhere in the issue, but I would like to give =
Pew gtatistics ~ slightly embellished,

The totel membership at the Convention wes 60, and 56 people
actuelly cttended the con. These were not the sort of numbers we were
hoping for, but they were cormprrative with recent British conventions,
It is hoped thet next yecr more of you will be eble to attend = you will
gcortainly find the Associption more interestinmg subsequently i1f you do,
for when you've met other members (and frns outside the BSFA) you begin
to teke & more personel intorcst in things.

The convention wre o finencirl; ond soecicl succoss = oven 1, with
the threet of having to meke e speech on the Sundery nmoming hanging over
oy heed, enjoyed myselfi The success of the convention is due in no
emell pert to the efforts of Bob Richordson ¢s Cheirmirm, Auctioneor, and
Heed Worrisrs end Normen Shorrock s Progren Choif end Bartender Per
Excellence, Friends of M, Shorrock mry be interested to kmow that in
his search for bigier=-end=better-hengovers, he discovered a new end
stranpgely powerful rocket-fusl whilst ettempting to crix o Pirms 9944,
it is hoped to sell this to the Americen Government.

You'll find e steterient regerding the fimencicl eospects of the
Convention in our Trepsurers report. (Probebly the first which hes ever
been published cfter o British Convention.) The profit mede at this
convention will be held in e special fund by the BSFA ond will be used
to finance future conventions held under the ruspices of tho Associrtion,

So mueh for the convention, forwhilst I could write severel pages
on the topic I domn'*t wish to dupliente other mrtericl in this issue.

Chenge of subject. Pilerre Veorsins who runs the CLUB FUTOPILA,
the only French=recding club for science=fiction fems, hes kindly offered
to send copies of AILLEURS the club journcl to any mombers of the BSFA
who cen reed Frenche Curipletists plesse don’t spply = only those who cen
recd French snd will be willing to send rn occasionrl letter of comment.
AILLEURS is an ¢xXceptionelly good nmegezine, emd enyone interested in
receiving it should writo to Pierre at 'Primerose 38, Lousenne, Switzer-
land,

Revolution seoms to be in the cir in Germen Fendor = e new club,
the Science Fiction Union Europn, hos come into bein; with the former
President of the SFC{lub)E, Wrlter Ernsting, =s President. So far
nowone hes been assesinmated, but things do soem to bo in something of
g turmoil over theres WNow you know where to soend your outworn zep=puusi

And thet seoms teo be nbout ell there is roum for on this stencil,
excopt to say thet I wish the new Corrittee weoll in their strivings to
reke the dssociation o bigzer ond botiter orgenmizetion...I'1ll be cheering
then on from the sidelines.

My best wishes tooy to all you people I've hed the plessure of
corresponding with over the pest yecr,

evecewobric Bentcliffe
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-somebody who knows person- \_A. R, Weir D.Sc. |

The MEW™ Secretary's Page

p £ e N

It is a hard job for o ;7 i ]

anyone to follow in the 717 22_ P

fonts.2ps of Eric : 7 45 : ~:) Z
Bentcliffe's FILK 13, and

I do not rroprnse tn do so.

- N . 1Dy .
For one thing, it reouilres !

ally most of the prominent

reonle in S-F, and for

annther somshody who 1Is continually rretty closely in
touch with them, Neither of these things applies tn me,
but sinece the Con, has chosen tn elect me as Secretary,
you will have to put up with 1it.

In conseguence of what was sald at the Con., it
has been definitely decided t» start the Assoclation's
financial year from January lst.,In future., This will
greatly simplify many things for both Treasurer and
Secretary. Accordingly, as the first year of the BSFA,
endg on June 30th, please send in tn the Treasurer a
subscription of ten shillings mnly {(or pro rata, for
Associate “embers),

All our thanks to Terry <Jesves, both as Con
Chairman and also for his srlendid work in bringing out
in a remarkatle stats of technicel rerfection the last
three numbers of Vector. Just how much this work can
mean, I fancy most of you don't know, but the covers and
charter headings have heen done with a care and neatness
that sreaks nf many hours of —atient trying and inky
lahour., Hew he has found time also to review the U.S.
8-F magazines as well, I really do not see,

Reviewing, however, seems t» go with magazine
rrnauction, sinee Rnoberta Wild, who reviewed the british
magazines for us, has now valiantly teken on the editor-
shlp ~f Vector,

one. of myv offesrring, aged thirteen, enacuired of
me, on my return from Birmingham: ""hat sort of people
are these bods who read S-F anyhow 2" Reallsing that I
31id not yet %“now myself, I did a little ad hoe research,
and found the results so interesting that I am passing
them on. Here are the ncecupatinmns of the members of
the BSFA, as stated by themselves on the aprlication
forms.,

ADVERTISEMSNT ARTIST, ACCOUNTAKRT, ATTORNEY-AT-
LAV, AUTHOK, BANK CASHIEK, BARMAID, BOOKSELLER, EOQOK-
SHOP MANAG:R, EUS CONDUCTOR, CHuMIST, CIVIL uNGINELR,
CIVIT. SARVANT, CL:RK, COMPANY DIRECTOR, COMPUTER FROG-
RAMMER, COOK, COTTON MILL WORKzR, DUNTAL MoCHANIC,
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LRAUGHTSMAN, =DITOR,. WLECTRICIAN, ELLCTRONICS sNGINKER,
ENGINE R, sSTATx AGZNT, FAQTORY WORKER, FILM CAMEBRAMa&N,
FORSIGN CORRLSPONDENT, FIEL ENGINEZR, HARDWARLE BUYER,

BHOUS WIFE, INSURANCE ACGsNT, JOURNALIST, LaBORATORY EQUIP-
MENT ZNGINEER, LAaBCRATORY ToUCHNICIAN, MaCHINIST, MAITRE
D'HOTEL, MARKLT RESSARCH SPELCIALIST, MASTER WINDOW CLZANER,
MECHANICAL ENGINE :R, NUCLEAR ZNSRGY ENGINE#R, NURSING
SISTER, PERSONNEL RESHARCE WORKER, THARMACIST, PHOTOGRAFHER
PHYSICIAN, THYSICIST, FOSTAL wlPLOYnkE, PRINTZH, RADIO
MECHANIC, RaIL¥AY EMPLOYEY, RuSEAK :H WORKER, ROYAL AIR
FORCE" SAL«SMAN, SCHOOLROY, SCFOOUMASTHER, S-F FAN ( I hope
he makes a gond living out of it !) SHORTHAND TYPIST,
SIGNWRITEZR, STaMP DSALER, STATISTICIaN, STRESS ANALYST,
STUDENT, SUPPLIES OFFICoR, SURVIYOR, ToACHER, WhLDER,
"RITER,

Bit mixed, aren't we 2 In the next Vector, I
hore to have a similar breakdown of thelr various hobbles
and spare time occupatinns - and from what I've seen..I can
rromlise you that thsse are much more varied and surprising-
than their professions !
O OB 0O 0O o000 SAIBIA P

HISTORICAL PROJECT

Qur Treasurcr, Archils Mercer, (434/4 Newark.
kd., North Hykeham, Lincs) has offered to do the srade
work of sifting and enllating all recorts.

WHICH REPORTS ¢ Well, the ldea was kroeoached
at the Birmingham Convention, that 1t would be a zood
idea to gat every member to wrilte their memoirs of the
Convention...how they saw it, how they founa it, what
they thought, and what happened tr them. Thercefare,
Archle reguests that you a2ll submit your reperts to-
him,.,.as many rag:s as ynu like, hut in duvlicate, and
written on one side of the raper rmnly....rraeferably,
though not essential, they should be tyrewritten, The
whole affair will te collated, compliled and produced
for members, by srchie......BYT, if you want to seec this
monumental work, male sur:z it arrcars, by contributing
YOUR report. '

Vs e = qr e p - i } $ { - vy b M

STOP PRESS...Owing tn rressure of work (mainly OMFA),
Bobbie ™"ild regrets that she is unable to have her U,K,
magazine reviews reacy for this issuc, . Next time huh ¢
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The BLORE =~ CORNER

from Doris Harrigon, and I'm not in
the least ashamed to admit it. It all
started because 1 was to do a column
for Orion under thls title, and since
no one knows what is pgoing to happen
to '0', Terry 1s letting me put some
London .Circle news in here.

By

/"—"\4 ‘/1,/\ %
This title is a shameless pinch |_m 3 | \\/7 )
bk

e / . )

/
Watve seen quite a list of overseas b
ViSitOI‘S thig year., Julie Jardine came LAURHENC SANLFIELD

accompanied by her sunt - a lively laay,

apparently in her fifties, who could put many a tesnage to shame,
Further visitors included Wynne and Laurel Whiteford, two charm-
ing Australians. Wynne has had work published frequently in both
Australia ana the U.8,, while the extremely attractive Laurel is
trained in both Dianetics and orthodox psychiatry,

Ken Slater's deliberately provocative article in 'Thrice In
A Blue Moon' has given us some debating material.in the Globe,
Yen's statement that the me jority of the UNKNOYN fantasies were
pure crud, has talken some hard knocks, Without disturbing my
Jealously guarded wartime B.R.:S's, let's see how I can do :-
1. The Mathematics of Magic 7. Th2 Castle of Iron

2, Darker Than Youn Think 2. The Roaring Trumpet
3. The Devil Makes the Law 9. Shottle Eop

4, The Bleak Shore 10 ©taoin Shrdlu

5. The Tltimate Adventure 11 The Mislaid Charm
6. Slaves of Sleep. 12 The Ultimate EKEzolst

That's with only one pause for thought. Yet all the Unknowns I
ever read, with but two exceptions, were war-time BR&'s. There-
fore, I probably missed a number of yarns which no doubt other
fen will recall with great glec, It's quite an interesting
reflection, that =hile Unknown's titles were phrases, Asf was
going through a peried of single word titles.....who'd 1like to
gee how many of these he can remember 2

DEPARTMENT OF CINUSMATOGRATHIC wYRSTRAIN.

The film, 'Femmes de Paris' came round our way, so as
resident Satyr, I had to go snd see 1t. Being non-French speak-
ing, and unable to remember things written in a foreien language,
I just naturally can't give any star names. There was however, a
comedian who was guite literally, the 1life of the film., A small
sallow man, with a shocking looking moustache; he has the art of
mime in the Chaplin tradition. ™hen expressing that almost
divine rage which seems the prerogative of clowns, he coupled
tshooing' gestures, with the sound of an angry hen, and made me
roll up. Fis use of mime quite overrode the language barrier,
which made the episonde with ths planist a wondaerful thing. The



comedian cannot stand the sourd of an imitation musician, ana
distracts his attention by banging|the keyboatd with his fist.
*hile the musician looks around, tie comedlan writes a tril
into the score, and the result is excruciating. Finslly, drilven
right up ths wall, the musician runs off, leaving the comic in
charge 'What happens next, beggars description, but it includes
a water soaked tenor, a rainstorm, a parade of nudes wearing
transparent plastic raincoats, and a lovely jam-session. If the
comedian was the pianist, then he's some Jdazzman, If it was
*gshosted!', ther let me be haunted by that spectre.

SURVEYING 1958.

A11 in all, 1958 has bcen quite a year, At the Globe, we've
seen such stalwarts as'Sid Birchby, Margaret and Eric Jones,
the latter belng fandom's slectronic expert. Sandy Cutrell,
John f¥yndham, ana a fortnight befors writing, £Lrthur Clarke
drapped in with Mi%e “ilson's latest book..(His first) Arthur
had” some plctures of Luna taken vith = newly acaquired camera.
On one of thsm, she stood in the centre of really black srace
and seemed about to fall out of thes picture into my hand.

Mike #Wilson himself has been in, with wounds to prove that
gomeone tried to murder him, He brought pictures of his bride,
but the wise man had left the lady sorewhere else,

The two most remarkable things about 1958, have been the
formation of the BSF4, and the publlcarlion of wporrheta.
‘nother remarkable thing, is the emergence of tlla Parker,
from wherever new fen come. !1lla is both vital and trenchant.
The other night, Gerard clack, a non-fan who visits the Globe,
broke in on %lla to ask if she was an ifustrallan as secmed to
be indicated by her accent and language, I had to laugh, Flla
is a Scot, Then there's Sanara Hall, whose cultured voice
brings Sandra Laurence to mind, Sandra 1s guite an asset... nad
to think I thought she was from Cheltenharm, These conventions,

A1l in 211, 1958 hasn't been a bad year,

I R o e o o o o A o e e o
CLASSTFILD ADVERTISAMSENTS

Apparently everyone is fully stocked at the moment, as we have
no ‘'ads' to hand, Of course, if you just forgot to write, and
there 1s somethina you want.....be 1t boolr, pocket book, or

a magazine.. raw or old.,..then you! 1 probably get it from
¥en Slater,

FoNTAST (M:iDWaY) LTD., .NOTE ++,
75 Norfolk Street, NBEV 44+,
Wisbech, v e seaee ADDRILSS,

Cambs.

Vhy not shoot him youwr 'Want List' ? For that matter, why
don't you advertise here as well?....remember, it's free to
members,
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CORGI BOOKS can usually be
relied upon to find worth-

LORC!; EXPEDITION TO EARTH while titles for their S-F
1 R00K 1 ey section, and they have

R : certainly found a pair of
el THE POWER . beauties for the early
e gt ‘ , Srring; frthur C. Clarke's
F ' EXPEDITION TO SARTH, for

February, and Frank M,
REobinson's THE POWER for
¥arch, DBoth are, as usual,

b . neat, well-printed, but
oY with rather small margins,
and recasonably striking,
Dr. A.R. WEIR, DSc., not ton offensive convers,

A,C.Clarke necds no introduction, and these are of
his best, but a mystery appears on the first page (as also in
the hard-cover Sidgwick and Jackson edition); YInheritance"
arpeared not- only post—wqr in New Worlds, but also In the pre-
war 1938 FANTASY, "The Sentinel", which also appeared in New
Worlds is not mentloned at all, 2nd neither is "Hide and Seek”
which appeared in ASTOUNDING. Why this conspliracy of
suppression °

Anyhow here they all are : my own favourite,
"Second Dawn" of the beginnings of a symbiotic civilisation
achieved jointly by the Atheleni with their magnificent brains
and helpless clumay forehonfs, and the dextrous stupid Phileni,
born craftsmen, but "of dim, poor head" ; the heartaching
MIf I Porget Thee, Ob Barth’ ; and "Breaking Strain' in which
two spacemen, faced with an emergency trat leaves them air for
one only, agree to take the civilised wsy out. Then
"Expedition To Zarth® in which Venerian archaelogists try to
recnnstruct thz civilisation of Farth from what they can never
reallise is entirely earthly, but grossly misleading evidence
(its punchline ending beats most).

"Encounter in the Dawn" and "Loophole" are the
weakest in my judgement, but "Hide and Seek" shows up beauti-
fully .the weaknesses of the spaceship in practical tactics,
"Phe Sentinel" gives volece and form to a nervousness we have
rrobably all felt at one time or another, while "Inheritance"
showsg how a dream can both come¢ true and not come true at the
same time (and these space pilots aren't herocs ¢ they're

nervous, just as you or I would be 1)

I wonder how many neople realise that "Superiorlty"
in which a war is wnon bv the enemy's inferior science,actually
came true in thre last war ? If Hitler had not wasted Germany's




resources in building V-2's and tried prematurely, to get a
rocket Messerschmitt fighter into production, he might have
won the war - - if those factories haa been turned into
producing standard engine-driven fighters, we might never
have crrymanded the alr superiority that alone made VE day
nnssibile,

THE PO®ER 1is the tale nf the man who suspected that
nne nf his resesrch group at the University had psli powers,
and tried to find o~ut who ; but the owner of the power
preferred to remain anonymous, and used all his powers to
keer hls secret, with devastating results (what can you do
when peorle with whom you've deslt all your 1life, fail to
recognise yru, and thelr recnrds show no trace »f your
existence ?) The snding 1s a double twist - the "power"
isn't who the seeker thought he was, and the seeker isn't
vhat the "Power" thought he was either ! Highly commended
but it just doesn't make FTre topmnst rank - quite,

88AB-0-0=-N=0-0~0~B8866
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THE BRITISH FANTASY & SCISNCE FICTION LIBRARY

is your best friend if you want to r=ad
the classics of magazine fiction.

Membershig Fee ....5/- a year., Fayable in January.

Rates 6d per magazine. Any sum ranging from 2/6d,
to £1, may be deronsited on c¢redit, and members are
debited 6d a time for each magazine scnt to them,
Trhey are notifled when their account is running out.

This membership covers the main American magazines,
Asf, Galaxy, If, Super Sclence, Imaginatlion, F&SF etc.
Britisk magazines are being added, where there 1is
sufficient demand.

| The Back-Numver section, ana bonk section, is run
| by W.0.Dawson, 74 South Wonaside Rd., Felvinbridge,
Glasgow,

For full details, write to :-

A.V.Douglas (Mrs)
Corner Cottage
Helen's Bay.
;o. Down,
N. Irsland,




by Dr, H.C.King.

I the esrly I930s the
public heard for the first
time that Karl Janksy had
picked up radio waves which
came from ocuter space. 4
These waves, Janksy fomd, P s .
@ame from the direction of ASTH IR IR 2

the Milky Way, but in the

excitement that followed

this featurc was offen overe

looked., He received .
numerous letbers in which he was reprimanded for missing the "really
significant" part of his research, The waves, he was told, had nothing

to do with the Milky Way or with astrophysics, Instead, they vere
messages sent by intelligent beings within and perhaps outside the soler
system, OSome writers suggested that the messages came from spirits of the
dead, others requs:s ¢ him to stop meddling with things from vhich na

good could come,

ey |

We experienced a similar situation when imr March
last “he London Planetarium opened its doors to the general public,
There was again a minority who could make nelther head nor tail of
matters secientific, Several folk were at a loss to know how they could
see stars in the Planetarium when the dgytime sky outside was completely
overcast, Some thought that the emblem of the planet Saturn on top of
the dome had something tc do with it, some regardsd the dome's copper
facing as being highly significent, One person came expecting to receive
messages from the planet Mars, another declared that the project would
hasten an atomic war, quite a few expected to look through a large
telescope of new and advanced design, Some thought that the dome itself
revolved, thereby carrying the star images with it, others thought that
it was an open-air aflair, a kind of de-~luxe star..spotting club,

Fortunately we had the majority, nov several
hundreds of thousands -in number, which has appreciated and been thrilled
by the vresentations given in The London Flanetarium. All have seen
something of the ever-changing panocrama of the starry skies and had the
oppertunity of having its mysteries explained in the simplest possible
terms,

¥When night f211s in The London Planctarium,
spectators beneath its sreat dome see the nignt sky in all its beauty.
Some two to three thousand stars shine out overhead, and as dusk deepens
into night, the Milly Way lilie an arch of pearly light stretch across the
vault of heaven, At the touch of a switch the star--studded sky turns slowly
to bring into view more stars, while others dip below the western skyline,
Perhaps the loon and some of the fiwve neked-eye planets appear, perhaps meteors



flash past in brief trails of light or polar lights flicker in the
north, Yet in a metter of minutes night can give place to the first
Wash of day, and the Sun mounts high in the blue sy to extinguish
all but the brightest stars.

These and many other extraordinary and beaull
iful effects are produced by the projection of optical images from
a £70,000 dumb-bell shaped instrument made by the Zeiss works. at
Oberkochen in Western Germany, Within its body lie concesled nearly
200 optical projectors which can be turned,singly or together, by a
number of e¢lectric motors., As these mctors operate the appropriate
sets of gears and mechanical links, the projectors reproduce on the
white~painted inner dome surface not only the general march of the
stargs across the face of the sky but also the apparent motions of
the Sun, Moon, and planets as seen from the Farth, &g the dunbe
bell moves slouly and silently upon its supports, the spectator
sees unfolded what is tantamount to a moving nicture of the starry:
heavens, So realistic are the effects produced thet he feels that
he is sitting outdoors on the clearest of nights, looking at the
natural canopy of stars overhead,

So great is the versatility of the Zeiss
projector thet it can feithfully reprcduce the starry sky as seen
from any place on earth, and for any time past, present or future,
While for bondoners the heme-skies offer perheps the greatest inter-
est, it is exciting indeed to be. transported to southern skies as if
by a magic carpet, Xew of us have seen the full beauly of the stars
of winter's frosty skies, if only because of the glare of city lights,
Fewer by far have stood beneath the Southern Cross and Clouds of
Magellen, or travelled in the lands of the Midnight Sun, With the
earth as a footstool and time abt command, the effects of the passsge
of thousands of years can be compressed into minutes, One can see,
for example, the night skies of 14,000 A.D. wvhen for the northern
hemisghere the bright star Voge serves as the Pole Star,
Alternatively the centuries can be brifdged to show the stars familiar
to Abraham vhen from the ramparts of Ur he gamed across the plains
of Chaldea, The London FPlaneterium is unique in several ways,

It isy for instance, the first largewscale planetarium of its type
in-the British Commonweslth, It is also one of the first pdanet.
ariums to cater for the general npublic and not speeifically for
special groups requiring comparatively advanced lectures, Its
presentations are so planned as to have the widest possible appeall;
they certainly do not take the form of lectures, For the ordinary
visitor the auditerium is transformed into a "theatre of the skies'
where the sun, moon, plenets and stars are the actors, and the vault
of heaven is the stage. In this setting the lecturer, who from higs
console arranges and describes the various effects in the nlanetarium
sky, acts as gnide and narrator, sharing with his audience nis love
of the stars in a way which dispels the mystery but retains the
majesty,

£35
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Stending at his conscle to the north side of the auditoriwrr, the
lecturer has some 2,000 different switch combinations et his disposal,
In addition he has fuIl control over sound reproduction, general
lighting and the special colour elfects in the planetarium sky,

The last form a completely new feature and sre ahtained from three
rings of cold-cathode tubes in red, green and Hiue which lie concesled
between the dome surface and the wooden cut-out of the lLondonm skylire,
Through the dimming devices of this system it is possible to obtaim
quite striking and yet realistie horizom glow effects,

The avditorium seats 550 gwectabtors and under—
goes a complete change of air at & maximsl rate of eight changes an
hour, Im the interests of first-~class optical projectior a strict
"Nowgmoking" bam is imposed, and the greater part. of the incominmg air
is thoroughly filtered, Also associsted with this aspect is the need
for complete absence of unpleasant resverberations and other sound
effects, The 67-foot projection dome is therefore made of aluminium
sheets perforated with millions of tiny holes, These holes enable
sound waves to penetrate the dome, where they are absorbed by a thick
layer of rocksil wool., The holes are so small that they in no way
affect: everr the smallest star images.

The London Planetarium is the 33rd of its kind,
It was preceded in 1957 by e similar project at Sac Paulo, Brazil, and
comes some 24 years after the erectior of the first planetarium at the
Zeiss works in Jens. Only three of the original plencteria in Germany
are now in full operation, for many suffered heavily from: damage
during the last war, London has had to weit over thirty years, for the
writer well remembers the initisl asgitabtion which tock place inm 1925
but which unfortunately came to nothing., After so long & walt it is
indeed encouraging to know that the London project is offering us
many 69 tn1rty~four wesentations a week abt times end prices witaim
the reach of everyone, :

3 ! A ?J,H.r\- 4/”'-‘
the f . g s
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B.S.F.4, sponsored pﬁblication. '

A HISTORY 4ND CH«CKLIST OF WEW TORLLS SCIRNCE
FICTION

“rite to the Treasurer for your CoOpPy....
3/6 to non-members,

Members get one copy at the reduced rate of 2/6,
but extra coples will cost 3/6. - ——
(et your order in NOW, e e
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Rating, & - E

review of [
AMERICAN MAGAZINES

;%n7z/<gaynqij \ . Cuite an asgssortment of s-f

e i B ' '\ has arrived during the last

4 three months, but perhaps the

most interesting, may nrove to be the new Amazing serlal, so
e?11 kick off with that magazine.

AMAZING S~-F Stories......... Jlarch,.1989

THE -GALAXY PRIMES..(E.E,Smith) Being part 1. of a serial, it
will not be reviewd, save to say that not only is a new Smith
story an event, but that this one promises to raise quite a
large amount of controversy.

MARONNED QOFF V&STA,,(Asimav) 4 reprint from 1939, sracemen
wrecked 1n orbilt, manage to get thelr wreckage to fall safely
on Vesta, Question, how do you melt a hole 1in a water-full
tank without it exploding ? Rating.,..D -

ANNIVSRSARY, ,(Asimov) Deals with the atove spacemen celebrating
the anniversary of their escape,.and finding they have a
fortune on their hands, Once again, it gets a D

MEASURE FOR A LONER..(Harman) Psychological scarch for a man
capable of standing the solitude of space flight....D

THE JUPITER WEAPON,.(Fontenay) & man horn on Jupiter {(and
impervious to bullets) returns to settle with the villain, who
naturally, has -a beautiful and honest assigtant....Rating..E
QUESTION OF COMFORT..(Colling) Re-creating for Disneyland, a
set of scenes found on the planets...complete with sights,
smells and temperatures...and the gulding genius.? Rating.C
JUBILATION T,S8.4...{Vandenburl) Two aliens from Capella visit
a gambling town, and have trouble with a one-armed bandit.
Exit the alisns, If this is s-f...ughl Reting E.

Which boils down to one decent story in the 1ssue.
"ith a record like that, I trust the serial willl
prove more rewarding when complete.

ASTOUNDIKG SCIEWCE FICTION.......March.1959

DESPOILERS OF TH& GOLDEN wmMPIRE, .(Gordon) concerns a handful
of men, who take over a rlanct by forece of thelr courage.
Poorly transcribed, and sad to say, Hditor Campbell tipped
the punch.line off in his editorial..... Even, so, Hating.C.
INSTINCT..(G.0.Smith) Aliens capture the first man 1in space,
but rrove unable to hold him,..he develors teleportatlon. No
doubt thils esp.gimmick sold the story......Rating D

THE MAN "HO DID NOT FIT..(Budrys) & prisoner 1s tested to
decide hils fitness for further training...he fails, and this
bitter pill supresedly spurs him on to greatness.....D
TRANSLATION ERROR..(Silverberg) in =2llen operator is sent to
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sabotage DLarth's developement. Strange results follow, and
a2 trace of esp. no doubt helped the story. Rating C.

ASTOUNDING Science Fiction.....Aprll.1959

WHEREVER YOU ARE..(Sanders)} Castaways on an alien planet,
and unatle to reach their base, one man and one (Amazonlan)
girl have trouble with head hunting allens. Give it C,

NOW INHALE..(Russell) is in line with previous !'dumb' alilen
yarns., This time the space scout is taken prisoner, and
sentenced to play any game of his choosing. "hen the game
finishes, he 1s to be strangled, win or lose. Rating.B.
SET A THIZF..(Elliott) More alicsns, this time penned in a
compound on Earth, The problem is how to deal with them.

It 1is solved by a wise old srmy officer, and his homely
secretary,.,.Another C.

THE SIEVE..(Anvil) This yarn shakes my belief in the Anvil-
Russell theory. Colonists on some forsaken planet, are
loging out to a local drug, which makes them dnable to face
up to their problems,...Those who can abstain, manage to
live through it...hence the sieve. ITEMEIND 1 ¢

THE CATCH..(Dickson) The allens were far too friendly, and
far too eager to hand over their planet. The catch turns
out to be the 'White Man's Burden'.....Rating D

THE PIRATES OF ERSATZ..(ILeinster). This instalment winds
up the serial., If you can discount the rattling improbab-
ilities, and the supermanlike never-fall competence of the
hero, then you'll enjoy this fast moving yarn. 4 mlxture

of Vogt's complexity, G.0.Smiths pace, m d E,E,Smith's
riling uwp of new inventions...Worthy of its B rating,

GATAXY Magazine,.......April,1959

THE CITY OF FORCE..(Galouye) Some interesting concepts are

brought out in this story of a countryman investigating a
city of .the alien conquerors....plus very plausible ideas
as to how the aliens would react when confronted with
inteXligence where they had not k¥nown of its existence..
and an indication that they didn't have things all their
own way, Definitely an improvement....rating B+
KINGLSAYER,.(McIntosh) 4n interesting yarn, describing the
escape efforts of a sgrace ship pilot, imprisoned and
punished for (accidentally) killing a king...Another.B.
SECURITY PLAN++(Farrell} A& time machine 1s built in the
kitehen, and enables the builder to make a pile of money
vig the local pawn shop, arnd the stock market.....D:

BHE BITTEREST PILL..(Pohl) Rich man 1s visited by the 'old
friend! with an inventlon that increases brain power., Baby
swallows a sample, .and winds up Fresldent.....E.

LOVE CALLED THIS THING..(Davidson & Gofnrth) 4 Thing from
an asteroid becomes a David, wins a quiz sghow, marries

and has kids...0.K., you read it yourself...Rating E.
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is over = just -~ and I have
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7 I'n sorry YOU werent't there
but naybe we'll see you at
the 1960 affair...,.1'n very
sorry to say that, apart

’ F’ <: y g from the news yout'll findin
T Olater the official con-veport, it

wags not a good tiuc for get

~tiig auy dope ox new event

-s 11 the sciecince fictional
vorld...the conveirtio: was narkedly oteable for its total
lack of "“pros" comected with the publishing/writing world
ovee 20 COMMENtT, .. 121 the nagazine field over the water the
nagazine position is row: Anazing Stories; Astounding S.F.
Fantastic; Fantastic Universe Sy Magzg of Fantasy & Science
Fictiony Future Science Fiction; Galaxy Science Fiction:
Original Science Fiction Storiep: Satellite SFg Super 3. F.
eeeesit is reported from a relic’ le cource that the last of
these will ceases publication with 1ts October 1959 nunber
unless sonething startling happens to its sales fipures..
and we don't nmean dowxwards on the graph....IF was bought
out by GALLXY, it seens, aud will appear as & conpanion to
that nagazine...but at the nonent one of ny New York corr-
espondents inforus ne that hardly a week goes by without a
new runour threatening the life of one or other of the re-
naining nagazines.....only ASF and the Ziff-Davis two scenm
to be counsidered secure, probably due to the size of the
firms publishing then.....a comnent from Bob Silverberg..
ees'Who would have dreaued that the honest-togod coning
of the space age would have wreaked such havoc in s-f sales
eeo?™ sene 0t e, Bob ! ,...,April BRE Astouuding SF has
dropped a story titled "Deadlock" by Robert & Barbara Sil-
verberg and substituted one titled "Guppy' by Stanley Mul
=1€lls s aefiost of the April BRE if fron Januvary USA.... they
pulled a good switch on the cover this tinec....being the
nunber on sale in the US over Xmas, it had The usual slight
-1y off-ret or whacky "festive scene" titled '“Merry Christ
—nas" and showed a Latin type denonstrating violertly that
a Christnas crib need sone nodel paln tress as an essential
part of its decoration, whilst across the table a red-~head
~cd type from a cooler clime (only) is indicating no less
violently that that snow and fir or pine trce nodels are
the essence of Christnas. A tentacled alien scratches hig
head in the background. The BREfed picture elininates the
the paln, pine and crib nodels and rctitles the picture in
aliieat equal appropriatercss (give it sone thought) tCon-
£flictVeses iy complinents to all concerned....good show,
chaps...»the first BRE of the large size GALAXY shows no
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in contents...but this news I hate to break....I have a
March 1959 Astounding SF, USA edition, whiclh shows the °
price as 50¢....164pp including covers....this, by the by,
ig pot an all-over treatment.,..l also have The sane issue
with a 35¢ price....but obviously S&S are trying out the
higher price on a spot-check systen to see if it cuts into
sales figures nuch....Ed Wood completed his survey of the
s=f nmagazines for 1958, American and British, and cane up
with a total of 170 issues costing 857.95....%the survey
excluded "Fata" and 'Search" in the IS8, and “Supernatural
Stories™ in Britain....the subdivision of US nagazines,
excluding "Flying Saucers", gave 135 nags from 23 titles

at a cost of F47.40....%he dollar price of Rritish nags in
the calculation was bascd on the standard rate of exchange
of $2,E0/81....g0ing down,...and down....but judging by the
way prices are golng UP...next year it will less for more
noney ..o Dont Tuck?!s HANDBOCK OF SCIENCE FICTION will prob=-
ably be aveilable in April or May in Australia,...price now
fixed at 50/- sterling....tWwo voluies, 40C0pp approxinately..
oo s Lorthooning fron Odhans Press is Harold T, Willkkins! new
survey of the weird and wonderful.,.MYSTERIES SODVED AND UN
~S0LVED, priced at 16/-~....this includes the "true" tale of
the Mary Celeste (what, again ?), the Piltdown Skull hoax,
the disappenrances of Anbrose Bierce and of the body of Lord
Kitchener,,..and other items of interest to the Forteans...
e Digit title on sale in April..SLIT WORLDS by Tyrone C,
Barr, concerns 14 survivors of world holocaust in space stat
~ioNn.es9 nen and 5 wonel,...from Corgi in Msy cones James
Blish®s VOR....2 good Lany Ace Doubles sf novels in the US
are now out of print...a nunber of these will becgne avail
—able amain at 35¢ cach....but only onc story instead of a
double™ in the book, ... BOOKGUIDE, that useful little &4
publication, has started a new scrvice of "Books~in-pPrint"
1istings....the first of these in the April issue covers
"Gardening"....any bets they don't do one on "science fic-
G10a" 2esseo"Technical Bookguide'" for April covers “Chenis
-try & Physics"...intervesting note is that the first pub-
lication nientioned is a four-~language dictionary titled
tAitoniic Terminology'...languages are English, German, The
alian and French....no Russian ? .....8¢veral folk have en
~quired about THE CAVES OF NIGHT...this is not a science
fiction novel.....s0 far very few folk have respouded %o

iy request for snippets of news,.,.please bear this in nind
when reading your daily papcers or whatever nagazines or
journals you habitually or casuclly ré¢adessesssol?ve got a
snnall scheile in nind to help Buropean delegates to attend
British coanventions...a bit different to TAFF,...and I'd le
aphreciative if anyone interested would drop ne a line...

a rough draft of the general idea is as far as I've got, so
far, but I hope to have it finalised by the end of ilgy, and
will then circulate a1l follk interested....l have only one
thing nore....will YOU please attend the Convention next
year 7o enee Bl ! and ta-ta for nOW............-..-K.F.S.




o T
W, i
\:\I' /
VVhen the B,S.F.A
was founded, it was
agreed that the
Cheltenham Circle _
would look after [ !
the library; not \'il L
only because we already b
had a good collection which
would form as a nucleus, but
because we had a clubroom in
which to store it. Before long, a
great flood of books and magazines - |_Peter Mabey
arrived, thanks to the genecrosity
of many of the mewbers, (¥en Slater, Ted Tubb and. Sandy
Hall are deserving of particular mention - which is by
no means to say the rest are undeserving!) Although
this was welcome, it brought its own difficulties, for
it was not possible to erect shelving fast enough to
keep space with the expanslon. . Happler days are now
with us, and a grant from Association funds, plus a
determined effort by a small party of Circle members,
(two, with power drills) has resulted in the aszembly
oI’ énough shelving to enable things to be set out in
quite reasonable order,

J
‘D

/\

There are no complicated formalities sbout
borrowing from the library; all that 1s needed, is a
letter or card teo the Librarian to request whatever is
wanted, and on his next visit to the basement..(as we
don't 1ive there, chat may mean a slight delay) .the
items are found - unless they are already out on loan,
They are then boolted out to the member, and parcelled
up, with a note of how much the charge will be, and
then nogsted. A record is kept of the amount of postage
paid, as we have decided te charge the actual cost,
rather than make the fee so high that the postage 1s-
covered. The latter system being unfair to those who
borrow several items at once, If anything 1s out, a
special note is made, and when returned, the itsm.can
be .sent In the next parcel to the member requesting it.
When the Yooks .have been read, they are merely returned
with a P,0., (NOT crossed, please - such ones have to be
sent to the Treasurer, and complicate the book kecping)}
Stamps - if the amount is less than B/b. in payment of
the amount due.

If you want to read a particular story, but
cannot remember ¥ ere it wasg published...write anyhow,
we may not find it, but we'll do our best for you !
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find a fanzine item
)E:?N«]F:%F\J
Wi
appeared 1in a 1950

avallable for
issue of OPERATION terry JESMES

reprint,{and also : R

very big-headed) I : Ly /

have chosen one of Rase ;
Hy

FANTAST, ..which folded

' TIME CAPSULE LAQT QTA"W—‘
Being hard pressed to S . .
my own pieces, which
soon after....tj,

A hard-driven pentagonic screen
protected the planet Drencho III; that screen, powsred as it
wag, by the power of disintersrating xenon atoms and calculated
by no lesger hrains than those of the Pueruns, had heretofore
stopped every beam, bar, or hexagon of energy that the
Macromic fleet had heen able to bring to bear upon it. But now
Reflectersman Nikkinson was burtling towards it, away from
Puer, at the nigh to inconceivable rlanetary velocity of his
non-cuprous speedster.

He had to penetrate that screen and get
back to Terra 1f the Macromic fleet were to prevall against
the terrible weapon even then belng forged by the Pueruns,
Even now, when scant lightsecs serarated him from its deadly
energles, he was busily computing his striking angle and
cancel-beam energlies in order to break through that hellish
vell. Seconds later, he flipped over a switeh, and from the
nose of his speedster there flashed a beam nc léss powerful
than those of the Puerun fort itself, There was a blinding
flash as the two forces met, the very fabric of gpace was
torn for an infinitesimal microsecond, then he was through.
Bven as he went loose and his ship accelerated to inter-
stellar-eating speeds, the screen behind him vanlshed as the
Puerun fleet rose after him,

The Pueruns gained, in spite of every-
thing he could de. In the omniplate their stubby hulls grew
larger and larger, until at last, out flashed a tugger beam,
and his tiny vessel made the Instantanecous stop pecullar to
loose vessels, Within seconds, he was englobed and they were
beaming him with their vrimes, Nor was Reflectorsman Nikkin-
son idle; well it was for the Puerun Captains that day, that
their screens were xenon driven, for Nikkinson fought.......
fought, while his outer screens glowed pink...... :
fought while they vnassed from visible light down
to infra-red.,....fought while they dropred even
lower.,.....5till he fought, while they

dropred right down to D.C.! And even G%ﬁ)
while he fought, he was frantically (x
reflecting. a thought to Port Pilot Aynes, B 2

but no thought could get through that madly
driven thoughtference generated by the Pueruns



and which fi1lled space for daysecs around., Now his outer
sereens were gone, and they were working on his inners;
they too fell and his wnll shield was the only protection
tetween him and the ravening forces of their beams.

Nikkinson laughed. That wall shield was driven, not
by xenon, but by the newly discovered power of krypton
atoms, and nothing then computalle could disrupt it.
Hexagons, Rhomboids, Paralleloplneds and even trlangles-of
force were tried by the Pueruns, but all in vain. Then
the Puerun Commander tried his last weapon, the Decacone
of Force, He knew it could not be deflected, knew it was
invineible., With a cold thought he ordered hls gun layers
to prepare thz Decacone. Then it was fired. The Puerun
Commander thought that nothing could withstand that awful
blast.

He was right..........

L

(Last of the Last-Stage Reflectorsman)

THE TIME CAPSULL.....and you,

mith each issue, we hope to reprint some 1tem from
one of the older fanzines. For the member with a longer
acquaintance with.sclence-fiction, we hope it .will serve
as a breath of .nostalgia, The newer member may he led to
discover some of the other facets of the topie. Either
way, the aim is to prove that fandom can also have its
less serious side.

'Reflectorsman', was reprinted from the December
1950 1issue of 'Operation Fantast',(now unhaprily defunct)
which was probably one of the hest, if not the best of
the fanzines of that eira, Produced and edited by Kenneth
{then, Captain) P.Slater, it featured a rleasant mixture
of serious and light-hearted fannlishness.

Perhaps you can remember some favourite fannish
pleee you once read ? If so, why not dror us a line
telling us where and when, and we may he able to get it
in Vector. Pileces for selection, should preferably be
in lighter veln, snd wherever possitile, of British origin,
The latter, simply because getting reprint permission is
much quicker when we live 1In the same country....but, if
you're a Stateside member, and care to chase that
vermission for us,....wc'll be only too rleased to play.

Final reminder, pieces selected should not exceed
two pages. We don't want to untalance Vector,
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The rages of Vector are npen to all members, and we
are mmly too willing to use articles from those who
haven't yet joined us. If you are a member who is a
little modest about an article, then you can still
say your plece in the magazine in the letter column,
We may not always agree with what you have to say,
but even so, it's a pleasure to have you write in
and say it....as witness the fnllowing lettsr,

LAURENCE (SATYR) SANDFIELD, 25 Leighton Rd. London,
w,13, "I'd like to say a 1little about the three
stories that open No.3. They were fairly lousy,all
threz of them. Although TT's had the convistion of
the pro'!', it was nnt far in advance nf the others in
narrative power or palish. In your crit you point

nut quite rightly that the twn stories submitted did
not deal with the subject matter iof the competition,
and how right you were,.((Not me, TED TUBB wrote the
comments accompanying the stmrles..TJ))..However
Ted's didn't e ither. Being a prn', he manages to kid
us at the first reading that it does. '"Point of View',
not only falled on this acenunt, but also in a manner
not mentioned. In any short story, the actien must
take place through the eyes of the angle character,
This is a rule that all successful writers invariably
apply. Ted aprlied it in his yarn. It 1s even more
important 1In vignettes such as these. They were all
too short to be called storles, and as a story rmust
have a plot, and these didn't, they canrot be called
stories. In 'Pnint of View', the final action - what there was
nf it, was seen through the eyes of a courle of cardboard auto-
matons who might just as well have been robots.

S E
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Those members who say they desire tn meet other
members, will surely have their opportunity at the Easter Con.
How many I wonder, will take advantage of it ? Any members who
are in London on the- first Thursday of any month, can come to
the Globe Tavern, Hatton Garden, and make themselves known to
me. I will introduce them to such as Ken Bulmer, fthel Lindsay
or any of the other London members who are there at the time,
That will be at least one way in which BSFA members can reet,"

{ (You throw a. few mean punches there, Satyr, but
they express your ovrinion. One point though.
Vhether' ynu liked the entries or not..you rust
admit that those members kad a try. ®Where were
vou hiding ° Thanks alsn, for. the offer to
Introduce members around ....T.J.)

JAMES GROVES.2Q Latham Rd.,Rast Ham, London k.6

"The cover lonks like snmebody s night mare (or perhaps
everybody's}) Ted Tubb's story certainly shows how stories
should be written, ({What can an editor do ?2...tJ)) Incilentally
was the link up between thal story, the cover, and the edltorial
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chmment abnut Strontium-20 accidental or deliberste? ((Yes. tji))
Let's have more articles on psionics as information becomes.
available. I liked the article 'vestern Approaches!', because as
a neofan, I am always Interested in hearing about other fans,

Mr, Patrizio's pnint about fantasy, I hope its included
too, Iin fact If it isn't I'd 1like ton know who would be-daring
enough to draw ths bordsrline between SF and fantasy. I certs:
ainly wouldn't like tn bry. I think I'm right in saying that
'Lnrd Of The Rings' was published in '55, so I assume that when
he says the 'Bork of the Year', he means the one you came
aeross in '58, and llked the best,.nnt necessarlly one published
in 1958, If this is the casc, I find it hard to declde, as '58
was the year I came across the Conan series, as well as C.L.
Monre's 'Jirel of Joiry' and N.,¥,Smith books,"

((Nhrmally, the 'Best of any year' tag, 1s used
for bonks cither published in tkat year, or
else for bonks which have seen a new edition
in that year,......T.J,))

JIM CAWTHORN, ..whose. address 1s not glven, as Jim 1s not a
member, ...however, he did write 1in about Vector.

"Thanks for Vectnr.3. In some ways, I prefer the repro-
duction tno wy original drawing., As for the mag itself, my
imagination boggles at the sight of so much fannish organ-
isation. The Cheltenham article was rather depressing, after
reading of all the effort snd hard work expended on bullding
ur a suite of clubromms, to find the membershlp 1s dwindling,

In general, I found Vector extremcly Interesting ; I
enjoyed the pro-mag and film reviews, particularly the news
that S-F Adventures is to continue with original materlal, I
hope’ Sid doesn't mind my symbolic cover too much,""

({ Many thanks for taking the trouble to
write in, Jim. I don't think Sid birchby
has objected to the cover..if he has, then

it wasn't to me. In any case, Sld doesn't o
object to symbolic work, if, like yours, < .
it is good.)) ?f\
_ Us 2 7
With which, we come to the end of the letters of’ sk
comment on V.3..{(all three of 'em). I had one or
two casual mentions 1in other correspondence, but

nothing gpecific. ¥thel Lindsay, 'however, came
through with a letter which is probably of
considerable interest to our newer members, so
I make no arolegy for printing 1t here,

ETHEL LINDSAY,Courage House,6 Langley Ave., Surbiton
Surrey.

"Glad to see you are still keeping on with Vector,

a very good issue, In the last issue, I suggested a =

column of fanzine reviews. I must plead lack of fime g;;;mﬁﬁ

I
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3
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in not being able to carry this out myself, but perhaps I

could-start the tall rolling with a new fans gulde to the
fanzines...

Starting with the . british 'zines, the new fan would
be well advised to begin by subblng to the 'NEW FUDPURIAN'.
In this, he will find the type of articles on S-F for
whioh he 1s looking, and they will be well written, The
edltor is a.long-time S-F fan, a great collector himself;
he has associations with all the beginnings of fandom. He
1s currently running a series of fan remlniscences by
Walter Gillings.

. The American equivalent’ of this, is 'SF TIMES!,
which 1s devoted to news of the SF world, new books pub-~-
lished, magazines reviewed, and all the data you could wish,

- To learn about fandom as a whole, I would recommend
the bBritish 'TRIODE' and 'PLOY'! as two good general 'zines,
"Hyphen', as a more esoteric affair, well worthy of any
study necessary to pick up the references. At that, it 1is
not nearly so esoterlc as many people make it out to be,
Lastly, for another 'zine to glive you a glimpse into how
fandom lives, I would recommend 'AFPORHETA!,

To find out more about fandom in the States, the
newszine 'FANAC! would be the most useful. The two best
zines (my opinion) are 'GRUE' and. 'OOPSLA', but I cannot
guarantee that their editors will have coples to spare.
A nice lgtter of enauiry might get you a copy. Another
good 'zine, which can be su%BEd to, is 'INSIDE'.

Should you want to wander further afield, there are
'zines from New Zealand, France, Germany, Sweden, and all
over to explore! You may end up a Truefan, or you may
decider to go no further than Vector and your own 3F reading.
Either way,..the best of luck!

FANZINES MENTIONED

NEW FUTURIAN. Mike Rosenblum, 7 Grosvenor Park, Chapel
Allerton., Leeds.7. Price, 1/- a copy.

TRIQLE Eric Bentcliffe, 47 Alldis St., Greatmoor
Stockport, Ches, Sample, -1/~

APPORHETA H,P,Sanderson, "Inchmery', 236 Queens Rd.,
London S.,£.14, Price 1/-

PLOY . Ron Bennett, 7 Southway, Arthur's Ave.,
Harrogate, Yorks. Price. 1/-

HYPHEN W.A,¥111lis, 170 Upper Newtownards Rd.,
belfast. N.Ireland, Price 1/-

INSIDE Alan Hunter

SF TIMES From. ¥,F,Slater, 75 Norfolk St.,, Wisbech
Cambs,

FANAC From 4. Mercer, 434/4 Newark Rd. North
Hykeham, Lincs

GRUE Dean Grennell, 402 Maple Ave.,Fond du-Llaoc,

‘ : Wisconsin, U.S.4.
OOPSLA Gregg Calking, 1039 Third Avenue,Salt Lake

City.3., USA.
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0.80 LeR.B.Haugsrud; 118 West 3%rd St, Minneapolls 8, Minn, USA

M.94 M, Munro (Miss); 8 Lynnwood Av, Newcastle upon Tyne 4, N'd

A.95 D.P.J. Speck; 464 Guernsey Rd, Liverpool 13, Lancs

M.94 P. Hamilton; 101 Greenhead St, Glasgow S.B., Scotland

M. 97 G,J. Balsillie; 9 Collingwood Cresc, Barnhill, Dundee,Scot.

.98 M.L.B.R. Sheppard; 49 Abbotsbury R4, Westham, Weymouth,Dorset

M. 99 Helen Leyton; 109 0xford Av, Southampton

M.100 E. Jonesg; 72 Antonio St, Bootle 20, Lancs

0.101 Thea Grade' Wlosb—Kastel Hochhe imerstr. 1, Germany

M.102 J. Gawthorn' 4 Wolgeloy St Gatceshead 8, Co. Durham

M.103 D. MattheWS' 90 Amhurst Park London W, lﬂ

M.104¢ G.W. Locke; 85 Chelsea Gdns, Chelsea Bridge R4, London g£W.1

M.105 D.J. Mace (K0%3821 SAC Mace), Tent F3, Equlpment Sec, RAF,

BFPO.l?O

M.106 C. Thompson; Equipment Sec¢, RAF, BFPN.170

M.107 D. McIntosh; 21/ Windsor St, Wolverton, Bucks

M.108 J. McGovern; 3% Lothian St, Edinburgh 8, Scotland

0.109 G,T. Richards; Smeaton Rd, Clunes, Victoria, Australia

M.110 P. Sirgleton; 10 Emily St, Burnley, Lanacs /Northym! d

A.111 T.G. Porter; 8 Lindfield kv Blakelaw, flewcastle’ uporn Hyne 5

M.112 R.M. Bennett 7 Southway, Arthur s v, Harrogate, Yorks

M.113 S. Nuttall; 5 Melwood Drive, Liverpool 2

M.114 P. Hammorton‘ 20 Boultham Av, Lincoln

M.115 D.A. Hardy; 44 Griffins Brook Lane, Bournville, Birming'm 2

M.116 B. Burgess; 138A Kenley R&, lMeriton Park, London S%W.19

M.117 D. Creedy; 3295 Devonshire Rd, Blackpool, Lancsg

M.118 K.M.P. Cheglin; 18 New Farm Rd, Stourbridge, Worcs

M.119 P.Hs Davies; 12 Shepherds Brook Rd, Lye, Stouriridge, Worcs

M.120 !M.K. Kilvert; 12 Palfrey R4, Wollaston Stourbridge, Worcs

M.121 F. Hunter; 15 Freefield R4, Lerwick, Shetland Isles, scot.

EARATUM. In the list of new mombers in VECTOR 3, the name of
member no. M.71 is P.S. Gooch. Your Hon. Treasurer
has been given to undcorstand that his handwriting was
at fault, so this time he's typing the list himself.

CEANGE NF ADDRESS

1. 24 B. Lewington; now. at 219 Cowley Rd, Oxford

M.8 K.F. Slater; nov at 75 Norfolk St, Wisbech, Cambs

M.22 P. Chapnell; now c/o above

M.20 J.P. Rogers; now at 5 First Avenue, Burrington X-Rds,

Scunthorpe, Lincs
M.75% Miss S. Hall; now at 41 Northend Housc, FitzJames Av,

London W, 14
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Treasurer's Report

INTERIM ACCNOUNTS COVERING THREE MONTHS TO 31IST NF MARCH 1089

- - - A ) vt e W W M A WS N e A R SR s A A M A AR A e A e wA EE Am e e e e -

1. FINANCIAL ACCOUNT

Receipts ete Nutgoings ete
|1 d T s 4
Balance b/f 1.18. 8 : : : . Payments as anslysed - : ;
from prev. 14. O : : : below 37 : 9 : 0O :
acct {(incl. 7.13. 7 . : R : : N
reserves ) 110 : 8 1 3 : Nverpayments refundedi :
i . : : Mem Subs 2.10. :
Membership subscrip- : o H/Index 1. 0 :
tions .:17 . 0 : 0O Conv. fees 10. O
: : : B 3:1 -0
Crossed PO eX Library: 2 0.
; : : - Bal in hand at Lib'y:
Sale of "listory.& : : : : From prev,
Indax of WEBW : : T a/c 4. 0
WORLDS! - % 2 : 8 : @ refunded
. . : : per contra 2. 0 : : :
Sale of VECTNR . 1:0: ;L8 10
Convention income : : . . itegerve for overpayments : ,
(not including loan .: : : . not refunded 1:14 : 0

of £3 ex BSFA funds) :38 :18 - 8 :
. : " Ressrve for 1940 : . : .
: Comvention :14.. 8 @ 4

EUhreserved balance iné ; : ,
hands of Treasurer 11 :12 : 1

8268 10 &' £468 10 &

NOTES. 1.In addition to the above, the sum of 75Z has been
reported as having been received by your North American
representatlve and remains as an eXtra balance in hand.

2.The Librarian's quarterly summary of library receipts and
expenditure has not been recelved in time to be incorpor-
ated in the above account.

3. The general funds of the B.S.F.". have actually increased

" during early April, owing to further snles of the "NEW
WNARLDS History % Index".




BRITISH SCIENCE FICTINN ASSNCIATINN

RENEAL OF SUBSCRIPTINNS FrOM JULY 1959

To:  A.H. Mercer (Hon Troasurcr, B.S.F.A.)
434 /4 Newark Road
North Hykeham
Lincoln (Englsnd)

I enclose my subscription to the British Science Fiction Association
for the period July-Decembecr 1959 (January-December 1960 can also be
pald at the same time & desired].

(please indicatc which item is applicable)
10/~ £or full membership - half year July-December 1959
£1.10.0 for full membership - July 1757 to December 19R0
5/~ for Associate mombership (under 18 on 1 July 1959) July-Dec '59

15/~ for Associate membership (under 12 on 1 Jan 1980) July. 1959 to
December 1960

£1.5.0 for Associate mombership July-December 1757 and full mem~
bership January-Lecember 1980
(applivable only in the case of those who attain their 18th
birthday between 1 July and 31 December 1059)

‘NOTE: eoxisting Associate mombers who will have attained their 18th
birthday prior to the 1st of July 1959 should of course
rencw at full membership rates)

5/- (five ghillings) for Overseas membership July-December 1059

15/- (fifteen shillings) for "wverseas membership July 1959 to
December 1960

NORTH AMERICAN MEMBERS (FEXCEPT WHERE SPRCIAL ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BERN MALF)

To: Dale R. Smith I enclose my subscription to the British
3001 Kyle Avenue Sclence Fietlon fssociation as indiecated
Mimmeapolis 22 belov.

Minnesota, USA.
764 for Tverseas membership - half year July-December 1959

g2.25 for Nverseas membership - July 1759 to December 1980
i)

N&f_“]e Of I\‘lember‘ P Y 8 & & & 8 4 b A % B R D LSS P AL EEDPDES T‘q_embel"s}'lip NO- 2 4 a e ada a2
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. ANALYSIS NOF EXPENLITURE 37

GALAXY NEW WLDS CONVEN- GENERAL TOTALS

VECTOR  LIBRARY : INDEX  INDEX : TION
Staty: 3 0 10 318 9:82-4 4( 2 1)15 110
T T T T TR T T S P . . . 5 I?‘t )
Pogt 12 B3 3.1 8 7 2 0 10 8135 0 7: ¥ °!o 810
5 $ 1313 B
sund 6 12 15 5 2 %12 18 4
5 4 1°1 9 1 5 04 9 B2 0 4 2 4 137 9 0

HOTES. 1. The analysis of Convention expenditure between the
three categorices of "postage", "stationery®™ and "sundries"
is only approXimate.

2, The two-and-g-penny in brackets is due to some stationery
that was originally assumed to he for general purposes
subsequently discovered to have been used for the
NEW "IRLDS History & Index.

3. The main item of library BXpens§VQH§ a refund of postale
for material donated.

Which appears to be sufficient for the accounts this time. In
VECTNR R, of course, there should be two gsets of accounts; one set
covering the three months to 30th June 1959, and the other set
covering the entire period from the foundation of the B.S.F.A. to
that date.

Which brings up the interlinked questions of

RENEWAL OF SUBSCRIPTIONS AND C*LENDAR REFNORM

As will doubtless have bcen noted, all gubscriptions to the
B.S.F.A. are due for renewal on the lst of July 1959,

The situation is, however, complicated by the decision taken
at the Annual General HMeeting over easter to alter the Association's
financial year so as to coincide with the calendar year as. from the
lst of January 1980,

Nriginally, the B.S.F.?., year wag scheduled to run from the
1st of July in any year to the 30th of June in the fnllowing year,
it being considered that those dates would prove administratively-
convenient. It was, however, overlooked that the Annual General
Heeting of the Association is pretty well bound to occur at either
easter or whitsun, when the annual science-~fictinon convention is
held, which means that the mecting has (under the original arrange-
ment) to be held shortly BEFORE the end of the Agsociation year.
Whereas, to be of maximun use, ths meeting should be held not too
long after the end of the 2Association year.



a Therefore, it was decided, the B,.S5.F.f. year should be altered
to run frem the 1st of January to the 31lst of December, starting
with 1960. That should give the Committee time to prepare a hard-
and-fast account of the year's actilvitics for presentation at the
Annual General Meeting, without elther having to rush things unduly

or to delay things until thev're too far out of date to bhe of much
use.

The current B.S.F.A. year, which started with the commencement
of the fssoclstion's activities, will still finish on the 30th of
June 1959 as already arranged, and the next complete B.S.F.A. year
will start on the 1lst of January 1960. This leaves a period of
six months, namely July to December 1959, which is being "inter-
calated" as a special "indepcendent" half-year, during which half-
subscriptions will bz payable. Then, on the 1lst of January 17960,
an ordinary full year commences - which puts the system back on
the rails again,

For convenisnce (mainly mine - as Treasurer, I'd otherwise have
to book all of you in twice during the next twelve months) arrange-
ments have heen made to accept subscriptlions for sither the six
months to December 'S9 only, or for the eighteen months to December
1960 in one go. A form is enclosed giving details of the sub-
scriptions payable by the various classes of membership for either
the six months or the eighteen months. Thoge overseas memkters

on whose account moncy is already held will be individually notified
how they stand.

Cheques and postal orders should be crossed, and made payable
to the BRITISH SCIENCE FICTINN ASSOCIATINN, (North Arerican
residents, other than those who have made special arrangements,
should send their subseriptions to the fssociation's North American
agent, whose address is on the renewals form, and payable to hinm
personally).

I look forward to being swarmped with the stuff. Thank you.

AL \)l.e'p AA Ai

S TR e

As the only survivor of the "Ancien regime" still on the Com-
mittee, I would like to pay public tribute to the work put into the
Association during the past year by Eric Bentcliffe and Terry
Jeeves, Indeed, they haven't quite finished even yet -~ Eric is
now in process of handing over the secretaryship to his successor,
while Terry is handing over as soon as he's got this VECTOR off his
hands. Working in conllaboration with them as I have bheen, I think
I have a better idea than rmnost of just how much work they have act-
ually put into the B.S.F.A. - I should tend tn say that the success
of the B.S.F.A. 10 date has been at least 757 due tn the two of
them, probably more. If anybody's ecarned a r@st, those two have,

¥

A YIS
1, S
L

Hon Treasurer, BrRITISH SCIENCE FICTINN ASSNCIATINN

(£A.H, Mercer)



